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St Lukes Church, Farnworth
Historic Farnworth

Thurs 8th 10am-4pm Flower Festival, open access to 
Church
Fri 9th 10am-4pm Flower Festival, open access to Church
Sat 10th Same as Thurs and Fri. Plus Organ Recital at 
12:30pm AND guided tour of Farnworth at 11:00am and 
2:00pm. 
Sunday 11th Flower Festival 12pm-4pm

St Lukes Church, Farnworth is a Grade II listed church dating 
back to the 12th Century. The Church will open its doors each 
day of Heritage Open Days for visitors to view, and hear, the 
newly restored organ and to appreciate the church adorned 
by a Flower Festival. In addition, there will be a guided walk 
around Farnworth village. plus bell-ringing demonstrations.

Event contact details: Please call Barry Horabin on 
0151 424 9887 to book on the Guided Walk

Halton Heritage Partnership (HHP)
Working Lives, Working Together

Wednesday Sept 7th 6pm-8pm
Halton Heritage Trail Walk 4.30pm-5.30pm.

HHP is hosting an event at Runcorn Town Hall which will 
include the launch of the new Halton Heritage website. There 
will be an opportunity to hear oral histories gathered as part 
of the project of people who worked in some of Halton’s key 
industries, as well as see films made by Halton’s Youth Theatre. 
Partner organisations will bring artefacts and documents from 
their collections, relating to the project theme.

The project’s Artist in Residence, Jeni McConnell, will lead a 
guided walk which takes in part of our new Halton Heritage 
Trail prior to the event at the Town Hall.

Please please contact Jeni McConnell on 07867 831806 or 
jeni.mcconnell@gmail.com for more details and to book on.

Event contact details: Louise Hesketh 0151 511 8194

Heritage Open Days 2016
Welcome to Heritage Open Days 2016; this is a national scheme taking place 
from Thursday 8th September to Sunday 11th September and celebrating 
England’s fantastic and varied heritage. Heritage Open Days offers people a 
chance to visit and appreciate local heritage - all for FREE. 

This booklet talks you through all the events and locations in Halton that are taking 
part in Heritage Open Days this year and which bring local history and heritage 
to life. All events are FREE and are listed in date order across the four days.

Please come along and support some of the events and locations; contact details 
are included for each event. 

For further information on the national scheme visit 
www.heritageopendays.org.uk
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St Marie’s Church
St Marie’s Lecture and Live Music

Friday 9th 6:00pm

St Marie’s Heritage Group are proud to present an evening of 
lectures and live music.

Local Historian Bob Roach will describe how, as a result of the 
arrival of the chemical industry in Widnes in 1847, the area 
changed from an isolated rural setting with several villages, 
to a major centre of the chemical industry with manufacturing 
processes that were extremely polluting. As a result Widnes was 
described as ‘the dirtiest, ugliest and most depressing town in 
England’ in the 1880s.

Bob’s talk will be broken up by some live musical performances 
from Widnes’ superb singer songwriter, Greg Oldfield. Greg 
will be singing songs inspired by residents’ memories of Halton 
when the chemical industry was at its height. The songs were 
collected for a project and released on a critically acclaimed 
CD “Smoking Dragons” (by The Fetch and Greg Oldfield).

Event contact details: Matt Roberts on 01928 592405 or 
mroberts@haltonsthelensvca.org.uk

Lewis Carroll Visitor Centre
Lewis Carroll Centre

Thurs, Fri, Sat 10:00am-6:00pm
Sun 11th 2:00pm-5:00pm

The Lewis Carroll Centre in Daresbury will open its doors for 
the whole of Heritage Open Days.

Volunteers will be on hand to answer queries and help visitors 
understand more about Lewis Carroll’s early years growing up 
in Daresbury Village.

The Centre is adjacent to All Saints Church in Daresbury.

Event contact details: Irene Rutter 01928 713815 

image

Daresbury District Heritage Group
3 Canals 3 Railways Walk

Friday 9th Sept 6:00pm-8:00pm

Join Daresbury District Heritage Group on a walk and talk 
of about 4 miles to learn about the three canals and three 
railways in Moore. 

Pre-booking is essential and the walk starts from the car park 
at Moore Nature reserve.

Event contact details: Sue Lancaster – chair@ddhg.org.uk or 
01925 740371.

Norton Priory
Norton Priory Museum and Gardens and Halton 
Castle

Sat 10th and Sun 11th 10:00am-5:00pm

Take advantage of free entry to the newly restored Norton 
Priory Museum. The site re-opened in August 2016 following a 
£4.5m development funded by Heritage Lottery Fund. The new 
Museum includes a new atrium, exhibition area and café.
The beautiful Walled Garden will also be open where 
refreshments can be purchased.

There will be demonstrations of life in the 17th Century by the 
Sealed Knot and buses will take visitors up to the nearby ruins 
of the Grade I listed Halton Castle.

Event contact details: 01928 569895
www.nortonpriory.org 
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Halton Heritage Partnership’s Canalival Event June 2016
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Runcorn Historical Society
Runcorn Archive Open Day

Sat 10th 10:00am-4:00pm

This is an opportunity to visit the Grade II listed Church – St 
John’s – and to have access to Runcorn Historical Society’s 
extensive archive collection on all aspects of Runcorn’s history in 
St John’s Church Hall (behind the Church)

Guided tours of Weston Village will take place at 11:00am and 
2:00pm; these need to be booked in advance.

Event contact details and to book a tour: Peter Blackmore on 
01928 577708 

St Mary’s Church West Bank
St Mary’s Church, West Bank

Sat 10th 10:00am-4:00pm

St Mary’s Church is open for visitors to explore. Handouts will 
be available to point out items of interest as well as church 
volunteers ion hand to answer questions.

Parish Records will be available for visitors to view and a DVD 
of the local area will be showing.

Event contact details: David Millington – 0151 510 1046

St Peter’s Church, Aston
St Peter’s Church, Aston

Sat 10th 11:00am-5:00pm
Sun 11th 11:00am-12:00pm (Church Service)

Visitors will be able to explore this Grade I listed Church and 
historic graveyard.

Information will be available to visitors on the history of the 
building, including its connection with local families. Experts will 
be on hand to answer queries.

Light refreshments will be available.

Event contact details: Jacky Hancock on 01928 712159 or  
07801 471508 

St Mary’s Church, Hale
Open Church, St Mary’s Hale

Sat 10th 10:00am – 4:00pm
Sun 11th 2:00pm-4:00pm

The original St Mary’s Church dates back to 1081; the Church 
was rebuilt in 1980 following an arson attack in the 70’s.
The Church will be open for visitors on Saturday 10th and 
Sunday 11th and will  have displays by a local art group, 
photography depicting Hale’s history and stalls by the Freemen 
of Hale and Guildswomen of Hale.
Refreshments will be available.

Event contact details: Gillian Thompson 0151 425 2012 

Halton Miniature Railway Society
Halton Miniature Railway

Sat 10th and Sun 11th 12:00pm-5:00pm

Come and ride on a mile long 7 and a quarter gauge 
miniature railway. For heritage weekend an original locomotive 
‘Pixie’ will be running and hauling two original carriages.

There will also be a frequent train service hauled by steam and 
electric locomotives.

Refreshments are available to buy.

NB Although there is full wheelchair access to the site, the train 
rides are not suitable for wheelchair users.

Event contact details: John Doyle – runcornski@gmail.com
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Halton Heritage Partnership 
Update

Heritage Open Days 2016 sees the culmination 
of a two year project Working Lives, Working 
Together funded by Heritage Lottery Fund and 
delivered by Halton Heritage Partnership (HHP), 
with Halton Borough Council as the accountable 
body.

The project has focused on the working lives 
of people in Widnes and Runcorn and the 
surrounding parishes since 1800. The Working 
Lives element captured, through oral history 
interviews, the personal stories and experiences 
of people who worked in key industries. A local theatre company, Suitcase Ensemble, has 
worked with young people to interpret some of these stories; a local ‘artist in residence’ is 
looking at new and unusual ways of engaging local residents with the theme of project, 
including local heritage trails; and objects from each of the partners’ collections have been 
documented ready to be shared on the Partnership’s online museum.

A key element of the Working Lives project was the development of a website which will 
host virtual information on the collections held by partner organisations; have information 
about each of the partner organisations; and include historic maps and new heritage trails.

www.haltonscollections.org.uk

Working Together – the Future 

Halton Heritage Partnership is now a partnership of around 12 groups and is becoming an 
organisation in its own right, with key officers in post; the Partnership is looking to develop 
and deliver further heritage projects, and help to conserve and interpret Halton’s history 
into the future.  

It is also contributing to the development of a Heritage Strategy for the Borough which 
will help to safeguard and plan the conservation and promotion of heritage for future 
generations.

The Partnership welcomes new members who represent local heritage or history groups; 
please contact haltonheritage@gmail.com 

Keep up to date with the all latest developments from HHP by following 
@HaltonHeritage on Twitter 

& visiting www.facebook.com/HaltonHeritagePartnership 
You can sign up for HHP’s newsletter by e-mailing haltonheritage@gmail.com 

Runcorn Locks Restoration Society
Unlock Runcorn: Guided Canal Walk
Sunday 11th Sept 10:00am

Runcorn Locks Restoration Society would like to 
take you on a journey down memory lane on a 
guided walk along a section of the Bridgewater 
Canal between Waterloo Bridge in Runcorn Old 
Town to the Manchester Ship Canal.

Although this section of the Canal has been out 
of operation for many years, the walk is filled 
with interesting facts and snippets of life on a 
working canal. The walk starts at 10:00am and 
takes about 45 minutes, but must be pre-booked.

NB Walks also take place on 4th September and 
18th September.

Event contact details and to pre-book: 07870 
284360 / 07947224923 or email 
abwhitby@gmail.com  

Catalyst Science Discovery Centre and Museum
Access to Archives

Sunday 11th 10am-4pm

Catalyst is the only Science Discovery Centre in the country dedicated to Chemistry. 
Catalyst will be open free of charge on the Sunday of Heritage Open Days. Visitors will 
have access to the whole building including the Scientrific interactive zone and the Birth of 
an Industry exhibits. 

The Mersey Gateway Visitor Centre will also be 
open for visitors to learn more about the new 
Mersey crossing; as well as the opportunity for 
panoramic views from the Observatory level of 
the Centre.

Catalyst café will also be open for hot and 
cold refreshments.

Event contact details: 0151 420 1121



www.heritageopendays.org.uk
     @heritageopenday  #HODs  #TreasureYourTreasures        /heritageopendays        @heritageopendays

Funded by the External Funding Team at Halton Borough Council.

Perhaps Heritage Open Days made you want to explore more 

of Halton’s heritage?  We have lots of helpful historical societies 

that you may be interested in joining or just asking for their 

advice.

More details can be found in the ‘Exploring Halton’s 

Heritage Local History Contacts’ leaflet. It can be found in 

the ‘Links’ section of www.haltonscollections.org.uk 

Information was correct at the time of printing but due to the nature of the events, details 

may be liable to change. Please contact the venue or check their individual websites 

before you set off. The organisers cannot accept any responsibility for inconvenience or 

disappointment that may be caused by such changes.  

www.haltonscollections.org.uk

Uncover Halton’s
Archaeology   Family History   Historical Events   
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Search lists of objects, people, organisations & events at 

Funded by External Funding, Halton Borough Council
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Soapmaking history The Ferry Charter Local studies

St. Marie’s Heritage Centre

Runcorn history

Tracing ancestors Widnes history

RUNCORN GROUP

Genealogy advice Rugby League heroes

Medieval Monk at Norton Priory Picturesque Preston Brook 

‘The Wids’

inaugural season 1924-25 

Watercolour painting with a view of Hale Point and the River Mersey from Weston Road, painted by
W.H. Leathwood and dated 1905.


